St. Joe’s 35 and over Basketball League

Fall 2009 week #3
General

It has come to our attention that Milton Bradley of the Chicago Cubs has suddenly become available.  Is anyone interested in adding a misunderstood, slightly volatile athlete; he’s sitting at home complaining about the Chicago fans.  Boy, if Lou Piniella thinks you’re a hothead you must really be bad. 

OK, let’s talk about the attendance problem we’re having this season.  Was the name “The Gilligans” a premonition of things to come?  We’re heading into week #4 with such league stalwarts as McSherry, Burbage & Donahue missing both of their games.  And of course we have the Bill Brothers, Miller and Carney, missing three games each.  Rumor has it that the Bills are holding out for bigger contracts and may pull a Pedro Martinez/Philly deal by signing just before the final rosters are set and take someone to the championship.  Let’s review the rules anyway…no partial refunds for not showing up.  If you know you can’t make most of the games before the season starts, pay the league fee anyway but let us know and we’ll double draft your roster spot.  Similar to what hotels and airlines do with double booking.  Hey man…we need the dues! 

Game #1

Thank God it was the early game and most of the fans were still tailgating in the parking lot or the TV’s were set for Jeopardy.  It wasn’t the kinds of game we’re using to sell the league to ESPN Ocho as a midwinter option.  But rookie Captain Mike Curto continues to have a tough fall losing 45 to 28 to “The Rusty’s.  Mike just can’t do it all but tried scoring 18 points with 4 boards.  Chris Cheavers added 13 rebounds and Tom Giordano had 4 points and 13 boards.  But it was not nearly enough to offset The Rusty’s Sean Maharaj’s 14 points and 9 boards and the rest of the team chipping in with Kevin Cooks’ 8 points and 2 boards, Rob Esposito’s 8 points and 4 rebounds and Lanse Natsch’s 5 points and 6 boards. 


Game #2

Gold came to play with Captain Dan and his squad extremely fired up to start the 8 pm game against Hoop Dreams.  By halftime Gold had built up a 16 point lead, thanks to the scoring of rookie sensation Billy “the Kid” Addesso (10 points), Former MVP John Coleman (15 points, 13 boards) and Al Grant (7 points, 5 boards).  However, Hoop Dream’s Tim Lynch (former defensive player of the season) slowed down John Coleman (can you say you slowed down a person who scored 15?) in the second half and with Chris Scotti’s stellar defense and rebounding, they allowed the Hoopsters to cut the lead to 4 points with 5 minutes left.  Offensively the Hoopsters comeback was lead by Dave Reilly (16 points, 6 boards), Tim Lynch (8 points, 4 rebounds), and all-rookie team candidate Mike Mooney (6 points).  Just when it looked like victory might be snatched from the jaws of defeat, the dream vanished as Steve Thomas (4 points), Mike Harrigan (8 points) and Dan Harrigan (6 points) came up big to seal the victory for Gold.  The game was marked with the first double technical of the season on Reilly and Coleman.  Can’t we all just learn to get along…like Iran and Israel?

Game #3

For the second week in a row, Purple takes advantage of a team missing key players.  This week, Chuck's squad was missing Bill Miller, Dan Amar and Tom Sullivan.  No sign of Bill Miller yet this season - after winning it all last year, is he resting on his laurels to an extreme - possibly saving himself for playoffs?  Or is he on a three-hour tour…a three-hour tour?
Purple overcame an early 5 point deficit in the 2nd half, and out-ran the Gilligans 47-32.  The key to the game came down to the relentless Purple wearing down the Gilligans, as they went on a 16-2 run with about 10 minutes to go in the game. Can anybody say 'Balance', Purple had no one in double figures in either scoring or rebounding.   However, they did have seven players with both points and rebounds, led by John Curran (9 points & 8 boards), Tim McGrath (9 points & 5 rebounds), John Brusco (6 points and & 2 boards) and Mike Mazzilli (6 points and 2 rebounds).  Rosato, Estrella & Hommel completed the magnificent seven. 

The good news for the Gilligans was that their scoring was also balanced with 7 players scoring, the problem was there wasn't enough of it. They were led by Mark “This isn’t getting any easier” Cronk (10 points & 2 boards), Ed “I remember it being easier” Gayer (9 points &9 boards) and Chuck “It never was easy” Slattery (6 points & a big 11 rebounds).
DUNCE IT UP

          The Dunce checking in from 30,000 feet in the air  
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Orange (2-0)


OFF


Grey (1-1)

Even on a flight to Phoenix the Dunce gets his info.  As Orange is shorthanded, according to the by-laws of the SJMC Federation and in accordance with the (IBA) International Basketball Association & its President Tim Donaghy, Grey moves to 2-1 with a forfeit victory over Boeheim’s Orangemen.  There ain’t no I in Team – as in I Can’t Make the Game Wednesday Night and the Commissioner’s Office will be doling out fines according to League Director of Discipline, Tom Troja.  Prediction: Grey 2 – Orange 0 by forfeit.  

Black (2-0)



8


Blue (0-2)

Blue, a/k/a/ Hoop Dreams, has started off the season resembling Hoop Nightmares.  And just for fun they get to meet undefeated Black with its league leading 52.5ppg.  On the Bright Blue side Blue does lead the league in team fouls per game which could work to their advantage as they look to deploy a  Hack-A-Black defense to take advantage of the 37.5% FT% that Black is currently shooting from the line.  Black, on the other hand, is serving notice that they are the team to be reckoned with this fall, even with problems from the stripe.  What a difference a year makes huh Dave?  And to think you could have retired on top. Prediction: Black 55 - Blue 45

  Yellow (1-1)
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Green (0-2)

Green, which has gone from Team Underrated to Team Underperformer is now running under the handle of Team Undermanned. In fact, Team Green was so short staffed last week that word was sent out to the SJMC Mothers, who have open gym on Thursday’s, to be on standby for a run on Wednesday so Curto doesn’t suffer cardiac arrest this week.  In the true spirit of sportsmanship though, Yellow has offered to lend Cush & Steve Thomas to Green this week but Team Undermanned has opted to go with the Moms from the open gym which they feel will give them a better chance keeping up with Yellow in transition.  Prediction: Yellow 48 – Green 38 (provided Green has at least 7 players.)

