St. Joe’s 35 and over Basketball League

Fall 2009 Playoff Preview
General

Important announcement: we will be collecting for the St. Joe’s Men’s Club contribution to the Pat Joyce Fund again this week.  So if you missed last week or just forgot, bring the dough on Wednesday.  We were up to $1,000 after last week so let’s get it much higher.   

Those were all pretty good games last week.  The average winning margin for each game was only 3 with no team winning by more than four.  And there were two “Haves” vs. “Have nots” contests.  Maybe the playoffs will be closer than I thought.  Need to check the latest point spread from Mickey just before the first game so I can adjust my betting.

Remember to check out the new and improved St. Joe’s Men’s Club web site.  Engineered by Ed Kelly, hell, if the Captains knew he could build a web site and score 15 points he would have gone higher in the draft.

Game #1

So who would have guessed that missing the #2 scorer and #5 rebounder in the league would affect the outcome of the game? With Sean Maharaj supposedly trying out for the 1 and 7 Knicks, the Rusty’s were without their big man in the middle.  But just like on a 1958 Chevy, rust does not go away easily.  Ed Kelly stepped up to fill part of the gap and led Rusty’s with 15 points (career high) and 8 rebounds.  Mike Considine added 8 points while Pat Noonan and Kevin Cook scored 6 each.  Not wanting to have a 1 at the front of his record Dave Reilly did his best and scored 19 points with two steals and a block.  Chris Scotti was getting into playoff shape with 10 points, 11 boards and 2 blocks.  Also helping Hoop Dreams was Jim Russo with 7 points and Mike Mooney with 6 points and boards.  It was just enough for Hoop Dreams as they won over Rust 46 to 45

Game #2  

Good test for Purple against Black with first place on the line.  There were mumbles along the baseline that Purple was still untested, losing to Orange and picking up wins against teams that were missing their big guns (Coleman, Miller, et. al….sounds like a law firm).  On this night Black had a full roster, winning streak in place and Pesce coming off a big scoring game. 

With the regular season crown on the line, a big stop and pop from Ted Burbage put Purple on top early, and ball movement, outside shooting and some nice bailout jumpers from Tim McGrath (14 points) opened up a lead. John Curran started rebounding from the opening tip (maybe even before, you can never tell with him), and his domination on the boards with 13 mitigated the absence of rugged Tom Hommel (knee).  

Score tightened up in second half and Purple proved the value of a balanced squad, as Poch Estrella stepped up and scored 12 big points and contributed at both ends.  John Brusco jumped a pass to make a key steal, and big free throws down the stretch from Phil Rosato (7 points and 6 boards) and Jerry Canning (8 points) held off hard-charging Black, as Pesce and Crawford hit late baskets to bring Black within two.  Black was led by John Pesce with 16 points and 3 steals, Steve Crawford with 13 points and 7 boards and Rudy Balseiro with 10 points and 7 boards.  Rudy was heard saying over and over again as he left the gym, “This don’t mean nothing”.  Final Purple 48-Black 46.


Game #3

Playing for nothing more than pride, Gray and Green stood like two heavyweight prize fighters exchanging blows.  Gray took a 12 point lead at halftime behind a balanced attack.  Green roared back in the second half to take the lead late as Kurt Krestinski hit a number of big shots.  However, Gray came back once more, all the while with its heart and soul, Tom Okon, looking on.  James Meyers drew fouls attacking the hoop and sank his free throws to force overtime. In overtime, Gray prevailed in what is already being hailed an instant classic.  Meyers finished with a career high (a short career though) 21 points while Chris Pakrul continues to light up the opposition with 19 points.  Drew Berkery and Rick Kasten added 8 points each while Dennis Hayes scored 2 with a board.  On the green side Captain Mike scored 18 with 8 boards, Joe (I’m back for the playoffs) Romano had 16 points with three threes, Chris Cheavers has 10 points and 11 rebounds and Kurt had 10 points and 9 rebounds.  (PJ – RIP)

Game #4

Just as the Yanks were wrapping up # 27, Gold and the Gilligans tipped off in what looked like an NBA All-Star game. No defense and lots of offense, guess everybody realized it was their last chance to pad their stats for the off season free agent market. See any Knick game if you don’t understand that statement.  To that end John Coleman (17 points, 6 boards, 5 assists, 3 steals, 2 blocks, 2 treys) did the most to improve his free agent status. Gold also got plenty of stats from Billy Adesso (15 points, 3 boards), Mike Harrigan (11 points, 3 boards), Al Grant (9 points, 4 rebounds) and Pete McSherry (6 points, 5 rebounds). The Gilligans were led by Ed (is there a comeback player of the year award) Gayer (15 points, 9 boards), Chuck Slattery (15 points, 6 boards - 5 treys), Rob Kasara (11 points), Mark Cronk (10 points) and Dan Amar (9 points, 12 boards). Oh, and by the way, Gold won the game 63 to 60.  Both teams did not show anything as they will be meeting in Round 1 of the playoffs in the 7 PM TBS game.  This time it’s for real!

DUNCE IT UP

Favorite

       Line


 Longshot

Gold (3)



2


Gilligans (6)

Gold at 5-2 comes in as a slight favorite over the 2-5 Minnow-men as a result of their season ending 3 point victory a week ago.  Team Gilligan kept it close with a very balanced scoring attack and some great work on the boards, while using the 3pt threat whenever possible.  The same recipe will be needed to keep this one close as the high powered Gold offense posts a solid 51ppg average but is last in the league in 3 pt fg’s & in team rebounds.  Look for Gold to switch from man to a 2-3 zone in order to insure they control the defensive boards.  This game is very close and frankly could go either way but we think Gold holds on, barely.  Prediction:  Gold 55 - Gilligan’s 54   

Purple (1)

                           15 


Under-rated (8)

Purple gives up a league best 41ppg – Under-rated a league worst 53.5. Purple has a league best ppg differential of + 7.7 – Under-rated a league worst - 11.4. The regular season saw Purple win by 13.  The odds makers see this as Purple by 15.  But guess what? On December 23, 1982 No.1 ranked Virginia fell to NAIA unknown Chaminade 77-72. And, provided some Under-rated guy can keep Curran off the boards (13 last week) Under-rated may be poised for the greatest upset in league history.  There is no doubt that Under-rated covers the spread – the only question is – Can They Win Outright?  Stranger things have happened.  Prediction: Purple 50 - Under-rated 46

GNR (2)




11


Hoop Dreams (7)

In a battle for the top seed, GNR went down last week for only the 2nd time this season and this does not bode well for the Dream Weavers who the Dunce has it on good account will be without Reilly’s 16.5ppg due to an Opus Dei retreat he signed up for in a moment of self reflection.  There is a 10.5ppg scoring differential between the 2 & w/o the Dunce’s former golf partner in the mix the Hoopers have to find another go-to guy to hoist up the jumper.  Rudy looks to continue his quest for redemption from last season and it all starts tonight.  Prediction:  GNR 52 - Dreamers 38

Rustys (4)



  5


Storm (5)


The book says one thing – the tale of the tape says another.  The word around Fogarty’s this week is there’s a Storm Arising come playoff time. With Meyers & Pakrul going off for a combined 39 last week, the Rusty’s may have to alter the defensive schemes a bit while also freeing up former ‘Hound Kehoe for a few extra looks.  Both teams shoot well from the line but if the Storm is going to advance they need a strong game on the boards. Prediction: Rustys 47 – Storm 44
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