St. Joe’s 35 and over Basketball League

Fall 2009 Finals
General

Sorry it took so long to get this out but my significant other and I were unwelcome guests at a state dinner and then when she found out we were not invited she hit me with a 7 iron.   Then when I was trying to get away from her I slid awkwardly and hurt my knee.  Tough week!

First let’s talk about the open run.  There were eleven people and they ran one 22-minute game.  Romano’s Rangers defeated Reilly’s Ramrods by some score that no one bothered to record.  As always the game was heavy on running but light on defense.  Having only 11 meant that with minutes left in the game, the losing team started fouling, not as a strategy, but so they could catch a breath.  There were a lot of hands on knee, bent over people around.

As for the awards Ed (Website) Kelly won the Best Teammate award, Shawn Maharaj won the MVP and John Pesce won the Rookie of the Season award.  As one former captain put it on his ballot “Rookie of the season, John Pesce…DUH?”  

You all voted Pat Joyce as The Defensive Player of the Year with Rob Esposito a close second.  League management decided that it was very appropriate to give the award to Rob, as he is a fellow firefighter and a great defender.  Somehow it seems to bring some form of balance to the difficult season we had.  We collected roughly $1,200 for the Pat Joyce fund and the Men’s Club is going to round that up to $1,500.  Thanks everyone and let’s not forget the Joyce family in our prayers this Christmas!

One editorial comment on the awards is that Brian Cushin wants to bring back the best over 50-player award.  We agree especially since there are probably a lot more eligible now than there was the last time the award was given out.

As always we want to thank the people that help put this newsletter together!  Without input from the Captains and Mickey the Dunce’ point-spread we couldn’t put this product out.  Speaking of Mickey he had the line on the finals at 3.5 and it ended a 4-point victory.  Hey, he’s pretty good; let’s bring him back next year.

Random observations about Fall 2009:

· One of the best playoffs seasons, many close games or at least close for a long while,

· John Pesce (ROY) with back to back 30 plus games in the semi-finals and finals,

· John Curran with a season high 18 rebounds against The Storm,

· GNR with three overtime games, winning only one against Gold that had three ot periods,

· Mike Curto saving his job as Captain by scheduling his only win in the first round of the playoffs against Gold and,

· “Da Curse” is back!!!  Be afraid, be very afraid.

Final Game
Wow how fast things move in the St Josephs Men’s League and not just John Pesce. Prior to the Kiki hire, the Nets contacted Rudy about their coaching vacancy. They were hearing the retirement rumors and were polite enough to wait until after the championship before firing Lawrence Frank and contacting Rudy. Apparently Rudy wanted to bring the entire GNR team with him and release the stiffs on the Nets roster. This, we heard, was the sticking point. Had Rudy left, good riddance. We never really liked him anyway. Well, maybe some of us did, a few at least. Anyway, back to the game. Capt/Coach Rudy appeared more than ready to lead his team to victory as he outcoached Capt/Coach Jim Burbage in the finals. Now remember, Mr Burbage is something like 80-0 in the championship game. So this was quite a revelation. It’s not too hard to coach when your game plan is something along the lines of “Alright, guys, let’s get the ball to Pesce so he can score. He’s good.” Well, that is what GNR did as John Pesce torched another team. This time the ROY dropped in 33 points, which followed the 31 he scored the previous week. When John wasn’t shooting, he was grabbing caroms as he had 7 of those too. Steve Crawford had a hand in the winning effort with 9 points and 5 boards, Capt Rudy had 6 and 6. Despite this onslaught of scoring this was a very close game through the first half, ending tied at 17 and still tied at 25 eight minutes into the second half.  That is when GNR turned it on and jumped to a 12 point, 44-32, lead with four minutes to go.  But Rusty’s would not go quietly into the night and got back to a four-point deficit with 19 seconds left but just ran out of clock.  Orange Crush was led by MVP Shawn Maharaj who had 19 points and a game high 14 rebounds, Defensive Player of the Year Rob Esposito had 14 points and Pat Noonan had 5 points and 6 boards.  Final 50 for GNR and 46 for Rusty’s. 

(PJ – RIP)
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