St. Joe’s 35 and over Basketball League

Spring 2010 week #9                               
General

First off important administrative work, the tickets for the President’s Raffle went out two weeks ago.  A $40 chance could get you $7,000, $3,000 or $1,000 but you have to be in it to win it.  Remember this is one of our biggest fund-raisers of the year and the money is used for the sports programs.  The ones for the kids, not for the 35 or older group!  So if you didn’t get your tickets in the mail please contact Anthony Breidenbach, Al Grant, Tim Lynch or Tom Okon.  Or just mail in a check that is a multiple of $40 like $160 or $440 or $4,000 something like that.

Speaking of money and the church, the 1 o’clock mass was well represented by the Men’s Club this week.  Al Grant was doing the readings and President Anthony and John McCue were doing the collections.  With those two holding the baskets I’m surprised the church got anything.

Congratulations to Captain Jerry Canning & his Grey Rebels for finishing in first place.  Although we understand that Jerry was also mentioned in the NCAA report of violations found in the UCONN program of Jim Calhoun.  And our condolences go to Manus and the not-so Orange Crush.  Just like the Nets, finish in last place and it doesn’t even guarantee you the first draft pick the next year. We understand that the remaining Orange (new) jerseys are going to be purchased by a billionaire from Belarus, Russia who made his fortune with a chain of stores that sold ice cream and AK-47’s.  It’s the perfect marriage of convenience and practicality for those mid-eastern terrorist groups.

Game #1

Game one had two teams fighting for fifth place and the option of playing the four-place team in the ten o’clock game on night one of the playoffs.  
Not really sure if either team was interested in fifth or were they just trying to get a head of steam going into the playoffs.  Whatever, Jim’s Green Mile beat Rudy’s Gold Members 41 to 30.  John Curran led Gold with 12 points and 7 rebounds, Captain Rudy had 8 points and 7 boards and Bill Carney added 5 points.  The Green Mile, who are coasting into the playoffs, got 15 points from Bill Miller and 10 from Billy Addesso.     

Game #2

The second match-up was a setup game for the Orange Crush.  With no chance to get out of the cellar they were fine-tuning, as best as they could for the playoffs.  Steve (Back from the DL) Crawford showed what they were missing all those many games by scoring 22 points and pulling down 9 boards.  Jim Meyers added 10 points and Steve Hartigan had 6 points.  However Red was fighting for third place and would not go quietly into the night.  Mike Curto carried Red with 23 points, Al (Preacherman) Grant added 8 points and boards and Dan (Retired Captain) Harrigan had 8 points. 

Game #3

Un-deterred but no longer un-defeated, as Back-in-Black (the Number 2 seed) defeated the Gray-Hairs (the Number 1 seed) 52 to 45 and denied them the right to count themselves among the few 35 and over teams that have emerged from the regular season without a loss.  However, this loss may have been a blessing in disguise for Grey because no undefeated regular season team has ever run the table and took home the championship trophy.  Black was led offensively by John Pesce (20), Dave Reilly (14), Tim Lynch (7) and Dan Amar (5) and seemed to have just a little bit more to prove than the Grey team that had already locked in their number one seed.  Grey battled all the way to the end with Tim McGrath pouring in 11 points and Mark Gjelaj chipping in 9 points with 5 boards.  In a rare 35 and older league occurrence, every player in the game scored at least one basket.  Red ecked out a 51 to 47 victory.   

Game #4

Although game 4 lacked excitement as the playoffs were all but set and most of the beer was gone it did not lack intensity.  White continued their sub-par shooting but they still are getting open shots.  Which brings two things to mind 1) can’t anybody here play this game and B) if they ever start hitting they could be dangerous.  Well this night was not the night they started to hit them as Blue spanked them down 49 to 35.  Blue got 16 points and 8 boards from John (Ready for the playoffs) Coleman, 14 points from Ed (Website Man) Kelly and 9 points from Joe Spillane.  White was quietly led by Todd Hommel with 8 points and boards and Captain Kevin (back to the drawing board) Cook with 6 points.   
DUNCE IT UP

Favorite





                         Under’hound

Blue (3)

        Opening 2 – Current 5


Gold (6)

Regular Season: Gold 61 - Blue 38.  Gold put a hurtin’ for certain during the regular season but allegedly there was a case of Blue Flu that evening in late April.  So, aside from that good ole fashioned whuppin’ what do the stats tell us?  Blue scores at a clip of 6.5PPG greater than Gold but Gold posts the league’s leading rebounder with Rudy grabbing 10.5 boards PG. Gold’s league last FT% of 30.4% is certain to be a factor as may Blue’s league worst attendance record of 70%.  So, who shows up (figuratively & literally) will predicate the outcome of the opener. Late breaking news has moved the line:  Gold may be w/o Carney & Rudy hence the Gold rebounding edge has shifted to a Spillane & Coleman Blue Wall of Dominance in the paint.  Prediction: Blue 49 Yellow 43   

Black (2)




8



White (7)

Regular Season: Black 54 – 37.  White averaged a league low 35PPG & despite having the 3rd best points allowed PG, they still haven’t found a way to put points on the board.  Facing a Black squad, fresh over upsetting a previously undefeated Grey (as predicted by The Dunce) White needs to find away to close the 16.3PPG differential between the two.   Unfortunately, Black’s weapons will prove too much & the long season ends for the Tightie Whities tonight.  Prediction: Black 53 White 39  

Grey (1) 



               6



Orange (8)

Regular Season: Grey 52 Orange 46 (OT).  A few folks have approached The Dunce & have called for an Orange outright upset win. Certainly Orange is much stronger than their record indicates & they have been in most every game. However, Grey has the top seed for a reason. Crawford’s league leading 19.7PPG will determine if Orange can keep this one close as well but Grey is undaunted & the Romano/McGrath tag team will come out on top.  Prediction: Grey 49 Orange 44     

Red (4) 




1 



Green (5)



Regular Season: Red 56 Green 54. Christmas in June in the Green & Red nightcap, the closest match up of the opening round without question.  What does this come down to? Curto vs. Miller?  Addesso vs. Espo?  Grant vs. Burbage?  Pick your match up, and clean up your spilled beer at the end of the night as the winner of this game makes their FT’s down the stretch & in all likelihood, this goes to OT.  Prediction: Red 49 Green 46   
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