SJS Men’s Club Meeting

Minutes 
11/05/09

Attendees:

Anthony Breidenbach, Ed Kelly, Tim Lynch, Tom Okon, Al Grant, Vinnie Balardi, Tom Benichasa, Steven Danza, Ken Beck, Steve Pagnotta, John Kelty, Terry O’Neil, Tim Connor, John McIntyre
Opening Remarks

President Breidenbach thanked everyone for coming and spoke about the good work being done by the Men’s Club.   
Treasurer Tom Okon gave an update on the finances. The Men’s Club is still solvent. We need to make sure everyone is paid from the Over 35 Men’s League.  Not many new uniforms were needed for the kid’s basketball program.   Refunds will be issued to those who overpaid the pee wee basketball.

Tom also ordered the same blue St. Joseph’s Warriors sweatshirts as we had two years ago. He ordered 100 sweatshirts that will be sold at the Turkey Bowl and during CYO and Pee Wee games.  The idea was also floated to get shirts for the coaches. 
Secretary Ed Kelly gets kudos for the new website. The site looks great.  Ed will be adding a calendar for the CYO schedule and a sports ticket section.  
John Kelty is transitioning the publicity job to Steve Pagnotta. All disks were handed over.  Steve will work with John McIntyre to ensure we have the latest email addresses for all.  Steve will promote the Communion breakfast and other social events next week.
John McIntyre related that there are currently 237 paid Men’s Club members. There are 236 children registered for the sports program including 18 for pee wee. We will do a mailing in January for past members who have not yet rejoined this year.
Social

The communion breakfast will be November 15 after the 9:30 mass at Fogarty’s with Fr. Taylor as the speaker. 

John McIntyre will be running the Turkey Bowl again this year. It will be on November 20, the Friday before Thanksgiving. The 8th grade students / parents will do the concessions as a fundraiser for their class trip. 
The next smoker will be December 3 for the Jets game at the Station House or Fogarty’s. 

The Christmas party will be Friday, December 4 in the cafeteria. The idea was floated about possibly having it off-campus. 
The ever-popular Breakfast with Santa will be Sunday, December 13 after the 9:30 Mass. We still have to figure the best way to get the pictures taken.
The Men’s Club raised over $1,000 on Wednesday night for the Pat Joyce Memorial. A check will be sent to the organization over the next few days. For anyone who wishes to send a donation directly, the address is:

 Patrick Joyce Memorial Fund

c/o Shamus Barnes

79 Commander Black Drive

Oradell, NJ 07649
Sports 

The last track meet of the season is scheduled for Saturday, November 7 at Tibbetts Park. We thank Tom Mathison for the great job he did this year.  The children had a fun time, received training, exercised a lot and made new friends.
The fall basketball program began this week with 2 WCGAA games.  CYO games will commence Nov 28, the Saturday after Thanksgiving.  This year, we have 218 parish children playing in our CYO league.  This is the most we ever had.  In addition to the 218 children in the CYO, we will have an additional 50-60 in peewee beginning in January.  We will be sponsoring 17 CYO teams and 4 Westchester Catholic school league teams.  
Unfortunately, the large number of parish children and the corresponding high number of teams is causing some issues.  As comprised, several of the teams are larger than one would hope, which makes it more difficult for coaches to give equal and meaningful playing time to each child, and can make practicing more difficult.  Also, as to resources, we do not have enough gym time or volunteer coaches to be able to add more teams.  In fact, we lost some gym time this year.  Going forward, we will have to closely monitor the size of the program and decide what, if any, steps need to be taken (e.g., potentially limit the number of spots in the program and/or cut the number of teams next year).  Although we have not done this in the past, the increased number of parish children and limited gym space may require a philosophy change in the future.
Respectfully submitted

Edward Kelly

Secretary
